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English Language Arts — Grade 4 Winter 2005

WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE
WRITE ABOUT THE THEME.:
BEING A HELPER

Everyone can be a helper. Someone might help us, or we might help someone else. We
might help someone older or younger than us. We can help our friends or our families, in
our neighborhood or at school.

Do ONLY ONE of the following:

tell about a time when you helped someone younger than you
OR
describe a time when you were helped by someone older than you
OR
write about a time when someone did not feel like helping
OR
describe someone who is really good at being a helper
OR

write about the theme in your own way.

You may use examples from real life, from what you read or watch, or from your imagination.
Your audience will be interested adults.

Pages 5-8 in this test booklet may be used for writing down ideas, organizing your
thoughts, or writing a rough draft. Use the checklists on page 9 to help you improve your
writing.

The final copy of your response must be written in the lined spaces starting on page 1 of
your Answer Folder. Only the writing in your Answer Folder will be scored. No
additional sheets may be used. Nothing written on the prewriting and rough draft pages
will be scored.

Page 4 GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE



Michigan Educational Assessment Program
Grade 4 English Language Arts
Holistic Scorepoint Descriptions
Part 1: Writing from Knowledge and Experience

Here is an explanation of what readers think about as they score your writing.

6

The writing is exceptionally engaging, clear, and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly developed
with relevant details and examples where appropriate. The writer’s control over organization and the
connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and naturally through the text. The writer shows a
mature command of language, including precise word choice that results in a compelling piece of

writing. Tight control over language use and mastery of writing conventions contribute to the effect of
the response.

The writing is engaging, clear, and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant details
and examples where appropriate. The writer’s control over organization and the connections between
ideas effectively moves the reader through the text. The writer shows a command of language, including
precise word choice. The language is well controlled, and occasional lapses in writing conventions are
hardly noticeable.

The writing is generally clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with relevant details and
examples where appropriate, although there may be some unevenness. The response is generally
coherent, and its organization is functional. The writer’s command of language, including word choice,
supports meaning. Lapses in writing conventions are not distracting.

The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with limited or partially
successful use of examples and details. There may be evidence of an organizational structure, but it may
be artificial or ineffective. Incomplete mastery over writing conventions and language use may interfere
with meaning some of the time. Vocabulary may be basic.

The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped. There may be
little evidence of organizational structure, Vocabulary may be limited. Limited control over writing
conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas and content are not developed or connected. There
may be no noticeable organizational structure. Lack of control over writing conventions may make the
writing difficult to understand.
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Score Point: 1

This response is generally unclear. The writer attempts to focus on the friend
helping, but the ideas presented are not developed and the response becomes
repetitive (he is a great helper, a good helper, is a great helper, a great helper).
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Score Point: 1

This response 1s generally unclear and unfocused. The writer presents different ideas related to the
theme of helping (people in wheelchairs, people that are old, my dad, my family), but the ideas are
neither connected nor developed, causing this response to become a simple list.



Write your final response here.
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Score Point: 2

This response remains focused on Mom’s help with cooking. The ideas are
presented in a sequential order of events (asking mom, she came in, one step at a
time, food was done and we ate), revealing a progression of thought. However, the
ideas are underdeveloped and vague, keeping this response at a low “2”.
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IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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Score Point: 2

This response attempts to focus on helping the writer’s little brother with his
schoolwork (I helped with reading, I also helped him with his ABC’s). While
some details are offered (every day he will say them to me, A. is very happy he can
say them out loud), the ideas presented are random and without elaboration as well
as somewhat repetitive (A. is happy and everyone is proud of A.), leaving this
response underdeveloped.




Write your final response here.
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Score Point: 2

This response attempts to focus on the events of a bike accident the writer had.
While the ideas presented are concise and progress, there s no elaboration of any
of the details, causing this response to remain underdeveloped.
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Score Point: 3

This response is somewhat clear and focused on the central idea of helping the
sister with her video game. It is organized sequentially as it progresses through the
events of being left to continue the video game. While it contains some voice, it is
only partially developed with limited details (blinding light, tow axes, monster
generators).
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Write your final response here.
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Score Pont: 3

This response is somewhat clear and focused on helping a friend with a “bully
problem.” The ideas presented are general rather than specific (I tried to find some
people to help him. But they were all scared from the reason.). The repetitive use
of “also,” “so,” and “then,” as transitions actually interferes with the flow, rather
than helping to connect the ideas.
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Score Point: 3

This response begins well with some specific details that paint a clear picture of
the writer getting hurt at a wedding party. The ideas connect and the story
progresses and flows until the point where the writer is taken to the hospital. At
that point, the language becomes repetitive (my foot was looked at, the doctor
numbed my foot, got surgery on my right foot, put eight stitches in my foot), and
the response loses focus, becoming more vague and general at the end.
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IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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Score Point 4:

Generally clear and focused on preparing a pool to be opened, this response
effectively moves in sequence through every step of the preparation (finding a
broom, spraying off the cover and cleaning water jugs). The ideas are developed
with relevant details (purple broom, looked in laundry room, my dad was spraying
water). The organization is functional and the word choice supports meaning.
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Score Point: 4

This response remains generally unclear and focused on S’s missions to maintain a
dust-free house. The ideas presented are supported with relevant details (a very
clean house that had no dust in site) and use of dialogue (I don’t know, but we
should take a dustpan and go check it out). Transitions between events are
somewhat uneven, and there are a few gaps in the story.
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Score Point: 4

This response is clear and focused on helping mom get ready for her meeting. The
sequence of events, from playing in the yard, to coming in and helping, to
returning to play, is developed with relevant details and a controlled use of
dialogue. The narrative form provides a functional organizational structure, and
word choices are effective and support meaning,.
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USE BLUE INK, BLACK INK, OR NO. 2 PENCIL ONLY.
1111 - PART 1 1111

Write your final response to BEING A HELPER here. No additional sheets may be used.
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Score Point: 5

This response creatively addresses helping others by describing the Kkittens’
journey to the “Bee Hive Shrine”. Through the command of language and the
precise word choice, the writer is able to build anticipation for the reader
(Excitement in the kittens make them forget about danger on the edge of the cliff,
I’11 get there before you, he jumped happily near the edge, he slammed his claws to
the rusty cliff edge). The occasional lapses in writing conventions are hardly
noticeable.
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USE BLUE INK, BLACK INK, OR NO. 2 PENCIL ONLY.
1111 - PART 1 111

Write your final response to BEING A HELPER here. No additional sheets may be used.
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Score Point: 5

This response remains focused on the theme of helping others. The well-
developed story line engages the reader, from the excitement of assisting dance
class daily, to the realization of being over scheduled, to developing a solution in
order to create a balance between dance classes and free time. The word choice
and command of language are consistent with the overall tone and effectively

move the reader through the text.
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USE BLUE INK, BLACK INK, OR NO. 2 PENCIL. ONLY.
1111 - PART 1 - 1111

Write your final response to BEING A HELPER here. No additional sheets may be used.

5
’Tl-do }/ f - Cll

_ﬁ_V_LE/_tLL% fcae'f'her-. Mv ’Frienc{ i$ ne lﬂb?er
here Lot \She BTIH Y‘emmr\s i ey _k_ea.f:t‘,\\gnc' N
-

*halnecl e r Mmeor < + han anyone cowld have.

Sknjlnf#\/ CJO C"c\ éklpﬂlﬁ-v dﬁ“'} v %
N 7

my ife o u E $ines as

3 ke Jki}d& te the Pmrki E— 's OJUJO\}/.S

loved  +h. re! X 0

meel  and P ay v th, TOJD\/V ane ne hatred

gl ahoul é ’s qj_ﬂ_ ot on the

IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.




G14b

pench feeding the birds. E. Sat _nex+ ¥s hee
interesYed to no ;&!kv she  was ba.\cl.lei/,I'm
E ;‘l-: Sond "\alc]mn aut  her hande Hi,
1T L J.\ the anrl smc\ S hy Ly .Squny
E s Welcl ow‘l‘ han dl. Htre |/e+/ me_ & how
Lo a __Lun wloy to feed Those lair*u\s.‘ E

So’.ic{ 'f""c\kin\? the banr ond fuﬂh:n\f a Fouwn d
Tkrnw)hj bLhird .Seec\ }Ueh;hd Lp!".

!“$§h24 and "k}/ﬁd (. out. Larl&jhanjf The

+win g‘;r].s did  this for What seemed \ike
houwrg. 50nr~! the twa 3}rL5 b ecame POEEJ’DEd

G“'\tl !(AV?O.\ n _tThe gr—as.s oh Their b e Clis GW\CI

/
‘M.lked.-ﬂ\ev 'Fau,nd out alet abeut oach ofher.
Like + hat ‘!“hev bot i winit ta he Samd

Scheal. Aut m:-:sf’ qmﬂz.:hj ot all E-
Pornedl auwt that L had Cancer.

Ye.ﬂr_d_ [naa;f'- a_ind the 5_ILLS_‘9_LQ_M_,JL&%L_

fond of eacin eYhe r. The.}r went o vrovies

together and (slep over a eéeach othars
heouses e ey Fu—-;claLIv.Tke told secrets and
went suwt éh JOLM+LSLL]$% wo. .S

cgooa' wntill  on £ 301- o Coll o

"L s In the L\a.'s{ni'f'a.l and fants to

See /QBLA!"Q”‘FFA_VI'*“iC. ot h ey Said on the
ofher end. LIl ke r‘igi\vf aver™ E Sereapgd
I took 4o gubs and and a

Caly *to 58_1“ +o L

and  Said Stuff oabout when
IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.




Gldc

old. L

gof 1o home +ne
N 2

Come ngxf

ver.,

Feiday. £

KN

=

next

week L

Was

back

in_ _the

ha ..S;o': ‘i"a‘) o hd

LU-Q,“-E Lo S

hot dQH’\)}*p S a
odd J"\g_ had o lea ve

E

(:L A o8

She

wig S ‘l’alci_ Bb\."" bﬁ?c'—pl

She

le £y She

O Ve | hevr

favo rite

0
R4

Choc lates,

At

S\ x

o'clack the next

Mmorning

|

aa"‘

o Startaling Ca“!.

//L

;Jaarﬂf“z_

1
1 9 mﬂfh'

Sord _Crying.

E

wefrj- £or

da v

¢ -
2ol kc\.o e
1 Y

Then o

oS de liwverd

u'u-l'h‘ )

) g

namé€ o4

+ T

‘s

t was b Secret sty &€

.

and

17,

nete 1 T read,
ya

Deor E

Vou

& o mcx.c.h...

Thank 5 Yoiq treated

BT

,l
l\é'ftpef{ me.
like o Criend.

k new L' a b.e_H‘or nla_CL.I’M

| nm i

1 N

Knaw

|
o butiful anﬁl&»._comec'alv wa'll be

able

te

See

each

other

m.dqﬁ I"l

Y & uh

v
every ‘9+€P VERW
the bﬁ;i;__abjL_anyL

be wia Ch ng
take. Yoo dezirve

Erien

the

best. The

Lest

AN

all -

(o

on

w1 h

i€ e

withewt

Me.

T4+

be

hmrd

at+ firgt

IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.




Gl14d

.Lqud' Ld@_f” bath 'Fihd A wg_}/.

l fove.d }/Qu. S0 Ml b,

L.mve,;
RS. R.F.F
lr
o know you Seg

You don '+ have ra kclp
So 3 i~

simpl/v e, there Lriend.”

Score Point: 5

This sophisticated approach to helping by simply being a friend is revealed
through a well-developed expression of two girls’ unique relationship. The
organizational structure naturally transitions from the first day the two girls
met to the time when one of them lost her battle against cancer. The word
choice and command of language effectively move the reader through the
text.



Write your final response here.
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Score Point: 6

This exceptionally engaging response is clearly focused on a girl helping her
parents with her baby sister. The content is thoroughly developed with
relevant details. The writer’s control over organization and connections
between ideas move the reader smoothly and naturally through the text.




